
The Springs at  Santa Rita, 951 West Via Rio Fuerte, Green Valley, AZ 85614                 January 2025
Website: www.thespringshoa.org      Chat email:  thespringschat@gmail.com      Editor:  Eileen Owen   
                                                                                                                                                                      
The Chat is a venue for the Springs HOA Board of Directors to communicate with the residents of the Springs, 
but more than that, the newsletter hopes to contribute to a sense of community camaraderie.

Board of Directors :  Bruce Grieshaber, President;  Cathy Roberts, Secretary;  Sharon Toborg, Treasurer;  Jim 
Owen, Grounds;  Victor Frankfather, Streets & Infrastructure;   Rick Fillion, ARC. 

JANUARY CALENDAR 

Jan 4 – Saturday – Take Down Christmas Decorations  –  Front entrance – l pm

Jan 8 – Wednesday – Happy Hour – Fiesta Deck   3-5
        (not the first Wednesday of the month because of New Year’s Day) Please bring your
        dinnerware, napkins, beverage, and a munchie to share.   In the event of inclement
        weather the event is canceled  

Jan 14 – Tuesday –  HOA Board Meeting – Anza Room - 2:00 pm 
        Hybrid meeting.  Zoom information will be included in the agenda. There will be a
        mailing work event immediately following the Board meeting. 

Jan 16 – Thursday – Potluck –  Anza Room – 5:00
Potlucks are open to residents, their guests, and renters.  Please bring your 
dinnerware and beverage. In addition, bring a dish to share that will feed 8 people 
(also a name tag)  If nuts or shellfish are in the dish, please make a small card stating 
that. Also if you make gluten free or vegan dishes, a sign is helpful. Food assignments 
for January. 

                 Last name starting with  A-F (salad)
                 Last name starting with  G-O (main dish)
                 Last name starting with  P-Z  (dessert)

Jan 25 – Saturday –  Annual Meeting     Anza Room - 3:00 pm  

Jan 26 – Sunday – Picnic in Perry Park -  12:30
Hot coals for grilling will be provided.  You bring something to grill (or a sandwich if 
you prefer), dinnerware, and something to drink.  A dish to share like an appetizer, 
salad, or dessert is optional but appreciated.  
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The Voice of the Board

The Voice of the Board is one way the HOA Board communicates with The Springs HOA 
residents regarding current activities or issues.

Annual Elections and Candidates for The Springs at Santa Rita Board of Directors

Each year the terms of a portion of the Board of Directors expire and we must elect/appoint 
new directors. Many times, thankfully, members whose term has expired agree to be 
candidates for a new two-year term or an unexpired one-year term because we have had a 
resignation.

In 2025, we will have 4 two-year terms and one 1-year term.  The 1-year term will be to fill 
an unexpired term due to a resignation. We currently have five volunteers who have stepped 
forward to join the Board. 

Our By-Laws, Section 6.1 – 6.13 detail the process by which vacancies will be filled. Section 
6.2 will govern this year’s election. We have the exact number of candidates as vacancies. 
Therefore, the Board will declare the candidates elected by acclimation and will take their 
seats immediately following the Annual Meeting. At that time the Board will convene in 
Executive Session to elect officers. 

The five candidates for Board terms with a brief biography outlining their qualifications are:

Bruce Grieshaber – Lives on Via de la Fonda, is current Board President after serving one 
year as Vice President. He retired from a career in business and estate planning. Bruce would
welcome the opportunity to help continue the positive progress made by The Springs BOD.

Cathy Roberts – Lives on Blue Fox, retired as Chief Nursing Executive and educator. 
Currently the Secretary of the BOD of The Springs, she is involved in directing an animal 
shelter in her hometown of Durant, OK. She enjoys and takes seriously her role as a steward 
in our community. 

Sharon Toborg – The current Treasurer for The Springs who lives on Golfista. Her lifetime 
career was in finance and ran a credit union for 30 years. Sharon wants to see The Springs 
remain under Board management as opposed to an outside management company and will 
work to continue her strong financial management of The Springs finances.

Dr. Bob Muldoon – retired from his 40-year dental practice in Audubon, IA. Bob lives on 
Wolf Run and has been active in The Springs for many years. He has served on the 
Architectural Review Committee, the Grounds Crew, and as The Springs representative to the
Green Valley Council. He has stepped forward to join The BOD to help keep us moving 
forward in a positive direction.

Lynn Daniels-Anderson – lives on Nardos and since moving to The Springs she has 
immersed herself in volunteer work. She is currently on the Architectural Review Committee, 
a member of the Amigas social group, and volunteers at the Tumacacori Mission among other
activities. 

We thank them all for their willingness to help direct the future of The Springs and all the 
great things we experience here as residents.
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Highlights From Your December 10, 2024 HOA Board Meeting
By Cathy Roberts

The meeting was held in the Anza Room following the hybrid format. Meeting time was back 
to the usual afternoon schedule. Unless notified otherwise, all future monthly meetings will be 
at 2:00 pm. 

The meeting was called to order with 19 homeowners present. Roll was called and a quorum 
was established. 

Board member reports were presented and can be found in their entirety on the HOA web 
site, www.thespringshoa.org  for your review. A brief synopsis follows.

 President: Attended the GVC board meeting, GVC President's Roundtable, and the 
monthly GVC Attorney Roundtable. Attended Master Association meeting and Valley 
Assistance Services open house. The information gleaned from these meetings is 
invaluable. The opportunity to network and brainstorm with members and leaders of 
other HOAs has solidified our position as a solvent community with a positive culture of
self governance. 

 Vice President: Vacant
 Treasurer:

◦ Checking/Savings Balance  11/30/2024       $381,467.48
◦ Reserve Fund/Savings             11/302024      $295,733.85
◦ Operating Fund Savings             11/30/2024      $  65,615.69 
◦ Operating Fund Checking              11/30/2024       $  20,117.94

 ARC: No new requests for improvements to dwelling or properties in November. Yard 
violations being addressed in a timely manner.

 Grounds: By year's end there will be over 1,500 hours of labor donated by our friends 
and neighbors. Things have ramped up with the snowbirds return; thus the number of 
volunteers increased. As always, this an open invitation to work with the crew if only for
a day or a few hours here and there. When you have free time and want to enjoy great 
company while being productive within your community, volunteer occasionally. If you 
see the crew out working just ask any one of them what can you do to lend a hand. Or, 
if interested in volunteering, contact Jim Owen or email 
Grounds.thespringshoa@gmail.com. Remember, ladies are welcome.

 Infrastructure: In addition to keeping the streets safe and in good repair, the 
Infrastructure team is responsible for the upkeep of the washes. Having the area free 
of obstruction ensures that any water entering wash will flow freely without interruption.
This also aides in mitigation of brush fires. Monthly inspections of the AEDs was 
completed. 

New Business - Motions made and approved: $985 over budget expenditure for wash 
maintenance, additional Reserve expense of $355.45 for front entrance sign, and transfer of 
$35,000 from Operations to the Reserve account. Contracts were renewed for the two paid 
HOA staff members. 

Motions made but defeated: A $25 charge for additional copies of the HOA handbook. Failed 
due to lack of a second.
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Notes of interest: Don and Nancy Kelly have returned to Washington state full time. Sandi Lee
has graciously stepped up to head the Garage Sale Committee and procurement of name 
tags. Jeannie McGaughey announced that there will be a mailing party immediately following 
the January board meeting. The annual meeting is scheduled for January 25, 2025 at 3:00pm
in the Anza Room. 

As our liaison with the GVC, Dr. Bob Muldoon presented an informative report.
 Northwest Hospital has a new CEO and will be having a general surgeon on staff. 

They will soon be offering MRI services. Also, all nursing positions are fully staffed; no 
agency staff used. 

 There will be a new urgent care coming in soon
 The sheriff's department reminded attendees that they do not monitor private 

properties.
 The possibility of a new Circle K being built across from the post office is closer to 

becoming a reality
 Sahuarita continues to grow. When Green Valley was first developed, the population 

was 13,000. That has now grown to 38,000 and climbing. 
 GVR dues will increase by 3%

In open forum there was discussion regarding the supply of HOA Handbooks available. The 
most current information can be found on the website. Rick Fillion, Director of the ARC, 
announced that his team will be reviewing the handbook in its entirety in 2025 for possible 
suggestions and printing options. 

The Board is seeking applications for the upcoming open positions for the new year. 
Applications with bio will be due in the HOA office no later than January 6 th. All position 
descriptions are available on the website. 

A reminder that the full minutes and other reports are available in their entirety on The Springs
Web site: http://www.thespringshoa.or  g  

Why does the HOA create all these rules?

The HOA creates rules to assure homeowners that the HOA will maintain the standards that 
motivated the homeowners to purchase a home in this community. These rules can be 
amended by the majority to reflect changing standards. But we also have rules that were not 
created by the HOA to maintain The Springs standards.

Many of the rules result from Federal or AZ law. The HOA is not required to enforce the law 
but creating HOA rules allows the HOA to enforce the law rather than requiring homeowners 
to contact Pima County to enforce the law. In these cases the HOA rule can mirror the AZ 
law.   For example, AZ statute 33-1808 D reads, “the maximum aggregate total dimensions of
all political signs on a member's property shall not exceed nine square feet.” The Springs 
Handbook 2.14 reads “The maximum aggregate total dimensions of all political signs on a 
resident’s property shall not exceed nine square feet.” Homeowners may read the Handbook 
and think the HOA created and is enforcing an unnecessary rule. 

The HOA did not create the AZ law. The HOA does not enforce the AZ law. The HOA created 
the HOA rule. The HOA enforces the HOA rule to comply with AZ law. It gets a little more 
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difficult when the Federal Government creates extensive laws such as The Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) which is a federal civil rights law that protects people with disabilities 
from discrimination in many areas of public life. “Disability” includes people that require 
assistance (canes, walkers, wheelchairs, other people, etc.) permanently or temporarily to 
help them perform normal activities.

ADA Title III protects people with disabilities in public accommodations. Public 
accommodations must comply with basic nondiscrimination requirements that prohibit 
exclusion, segregation, and unequal treatment. Sidewalks are considered public access and 
therefore must be accessible to people with disabilities. The Springs restricts blocking the 
sidewalk with trash / recyclable container, parking on the sidewalk, having a trailer hitch that 
protrudes beyond the end of the driveways, etc.

The HOA did not create ADA Title IIII. The HOA does not enforce ADA Title IIII. The HOA 
created the HOA rule. The HOA enforces the HOA rule to comply with ADA Title IIII.

Rick Fillion,  ARC Board Chair

Bierman’s Pictures

    male broad-billed hummingbird    male Costa’s hummingbird

These are the hummingbirds that come to our yard in late Fall.  The green one is a male 
broad-billed hummingbird.  The other is a young male Costa’s hummingbird.

If you are inclined to feed the hummingbirds, get a functional, not fancy feeder and mix ¼ 
cup of sugar into a cup of water.  DO NOT put red food coloring in the mix.
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BEFORE and AFTER photos of the wash that runs through our development

One of our biggest responsibilities, along with keeping our streets in good condition, is the 
wash that runs through our development. We are tasked with making sure the flow of water 
runs effortlessly down stream avoiding any obstructions that may cause a blockage. There 
are two sections that fall under our purview--The West section from the frontage road up to 
the bridge on S Camino Del Heroe and the East section from the bridge on S Camino Del 
Glofista to the property line of the Torres Blancas Golf Course. 

The center section from the bridge on S Camino Del Heroe to the bridge on S Camino Del 
Golfista is the responsibility of the GVR.                           --  Victor Frankfather

             Before     After

  

                    Before After
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It’s a Great New Sign

By now we hope you’ve noticed the new entry sign, welcoming homeowners and visitors alike
to The Springs at Santa Rita. The sturdy sign, designed by the Board of Directors in 
consultation with Monster Design, is a beautiful upgrade to the old sign (which, let’s be 
honest, had seen better days)!

On a sunny Sunday morning, George Anderson, Lee Blahnik, Bruce Grieshaber, Dave Koch, 
and Victor Frankfather worked to dismantle the old sign and install the new. Thank you all for
the hard work and your commitment to making The Springs a beautiful neighborhood!

                                                                                  Lynn Daniels-Anderson
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                         Holiday Decorating
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Newly Added Decorations

More lights, some old replaced with solar or LED lights           Snow man family
 

Candy canes and lollipops                                                     Lucy added to the pond

“Christmas is a together sort of holiday.”  Winnie the Pooh

No matter what age we are, we are like children when we see holiday lights twinkling 
everywhere and you can feel the magic in the air.  The Holiday Decorating Committee hopes 
you enjoyed this year’s decorations at the entrance to The Springs and that it put a smile on 
your face and warmth in your heart.  We had so much fun adding some new characters this 
year and we updated some old lights to LED and solar lights.  None of this would have 
happen without the help from our community.  A huge thank you to Dick Bierman and Rick 
Fillion for all the work they did assembling the displays prior to setting them out and 
continually fixing what had blown over.  Thanks to the ground’s crew for pulling everything 
from the OK Corral and delivering it to the front gate and working on the power cord layout.  
And of course we want to thank all the elves who showed up on Sunday, December 1st, to set
up the displays and decorate the area with dazzling lights. The day was a wonderful way to 
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bond as a community, meet new friends, and have home made chocolate chip cookies 
courtesy of Dawn Weber.  Thank you all!!!

The Holiday Decorating Committee’s goal is to bring a fun and memorable holiday experience
to our residents and all others that enter through our gate.  All of our decorations would not 
be possible without the monetary generosity of several of our Springs residents and the 
support of our HOA. We hope to purchase more solar powered lights and decorations next 
year to distribute the lighting along each side once you enter. We want The Springs holiday 
display to be a real showstopper.

We would appreciate it if some of you elves could come and help us out again on Saturday, 
January 4th at 1:00 PM to dismantle the displays and pack them away for another year.  
Once again, many thanks to all who helped make the magic.  The Springs residents are 
amazing!! 
                               The Holiday Decorating Committee (Judy Bierman and Deb Fillion)

                                          December Potluck

The Anza Room was festive for the December potluck. New homeowners, renters, and year-
round residents enjoyed the potluck as well as the "White Elephant" gift exchange. Birthdays,
anniversaries, and new attendees were acknowledged.  Sandy Stone and Becky Meinking 
spoke about the Heart Safe program 
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HOME SALES 

The following is a list of homes sold in the Springs since the last newsletter

Address           Sold To       Home Town
3971 S. Camino del Golfista Susan Bronk Missouri City, TX
3901 S. Calle Viva Thomas Joseph Decatur, AL
4133 S. Golden Lynx Rd Keith & Dominique Oldre Matthews, KS

Yes, a hole in one!

There’s a saying “you’re never too old”, well our 86 year old resident, Leon (Doc) Hanson 
made his first hole in one at Canoa Ranch golf course on unlucky Friday, the 13th of this  
month.  Doc and his wife Jean are part of a Springs Couples golf group that was started 
about 7 years ago.  The group plays 9 holes of golf twice a month and dines at the golf club 
restaurant after the round. As per tradition, Doc treated all member of the group playing that
day to drinks at the bar after the round.  On average, it takes a golfer 24 years of playing to 
score an ace (hole in one).  Congratulations, Doc, not many of us golfers have had that 
accomplishment.
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Welcome the Newest Volunteer

Thank you Sandi Lee for stepping up as the “go to” person for ordering name badges.  Not 
only did Sandi step up for that job but she also volunteered to be the person in charge of the 
annual garage sale held in March.  What would we do without our wonderful volunteers!

Do You Need A  Helping  Hand

It’s the beginning of a new year and time to evaluate what we can do better
this year!  What we could do a year or two (or more) ago is not quite as easy
as it once was and some things get dropped by the wayside.  There are
organizations available to assist with many needs but sometimes a need is just
a little personal contact.  Here in the Springs there might be someone with a
need.  So—helping hands came to mind.

If you need a ride to the grocery store, appointments, or prescriptions picked up, give me a 
call.  Maybe you need an errand run, maybe you need some assistance with a project around 
the house, maybe you miss your favorite dessert or favorite meal and would appreciate a 
delivery or maybe just someone to check in with you for whatever.  If you are fortunate to be
doing well but know a neighbor who might not see this post, please contact me. I am in the 
neighborhood and open to suggestions.

You may reach me, Tish, at 916-801-6513 or by emailing the HOA at 
hoa@thespringshoa.org.

Interested in Playing Cards or Games??

 A  Springs couple is interested in starting a card/game night.  It could be a fun social outing 
right here in our own  community and a way to meet new people.  Please contact Michele if 
interested:   406-804-9966 

Should I Make a New Year’s Resolution??

There is no wrong age to make a New Year’s resolution.  In fact, looking forward to the 
future is a hallmark of good mental health.  Promising to make an improvement is something 
you can look forward to for yourself.

Some advice--Just get up and do something. Go to a Rec Center, learn a new skill, go to an 
art group or museum or gym. You can do these things virtually, too, in an online live class or 
event. These are wonderful things. There’s no set amount of time or days or commitment. Do
what you can. Just do it.

A resolution can be simple.  Look around to appreciate what you
have and ask yourself:  How can I improve the quality of my life?    
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