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As I watch the mountains on late afternoons, I like to spend 
a few moments thinking over the day.  Sometimes those 
moments reflect on negative thoughts – what did not 
happen, who said they would help and then……. Other 
moments are more positive, more peaceful, and bigger than 
me. 

Today I am thinking about Eileen Owen – some thoughts about the 
time and talents she contributed as editor of the Chat.  It’s a big deal 
helping our HOA community stick together and get to know one 
another and problem solve around issues.  Some folks just want to 
be left alone and on the periphery of what is happening.  Not Eileen.  
Faithfully she made sure the Chat came together for nine months 
out of the year. I did some math and figure that over the last 3 
years, she volunteered well over 500 hours as editor and writer. Now 
she has chosen to be “editor, retired”. Thank you so much Eileen, 
and we hope you continue to enjoy your other activities in The Springs, which you also help to 
faithfully organize and foster. 

Why am I writing this?  I am Eileen’s replacement.  A neophyte!  A newbie!  I am clueless, optimistic 
but clueless.  Guess that is how most folks start.  I have a good committee in place to back me up 
(Juanita Kauffman, Pat Strnad, Jeannie McGaughey, Sally Bryan) and others who have indicated their 
interest to help.  One reason I agreed to edit the Chat was because I have been blessed by great 
neighbors and new friends in The Springs.  It just feels right to continue Eileen’s legacy of 
volunteerism, and to reach out to The Springs as a whole.  In addition, Sandie Stone, newly retired 
board chair and past member of our committee, has been a role model of civic involvement and 
leadership, and a wonderful friend. It’s my way of saying thank you. I think this will be fun……but my 
husband might need some support on the nights before the Chat copy is due.  Cheers, Rebecca Keenan 

 March 1, 10 am Kino Landing Information Session - Anza Room 

March 13, 12:30 pm Social/1:00 Eat - Picnic in Perry Park 

  March 17, 5 pm Springs Pot Luck – Anza Room 

March 19, noon Volunteer Recognition Luncheon - Fiesta Room 

March 21, 9 am Board Meeting - Fiesta Room 
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HOA Board Meeting Highlights 

February 8, 2016 

Annual Meeting:  – Howard Bryan says, “We 
had a strong turnout with 92 homeowners, 
representing 54 lots, attending.  Our com- 
munity continues to be financially healthy, 
socially active, well maintained, and blessed 
by an abundance of capable volunteers.”  

Following the Annual Meeting the new board briefly convened to determine officers and key 
Committee  Chairs as follows:   President – Howard Bryan, Vice President – David Dethmers,  
Treasurer – Roger Olson, Secretary – Ron Delvaux , Grounds Committee – Jim Owen, ARC – 
Ted Boyett, Streets and Buildings – Michael Ford.  

Development to our South:   On 1/28/16, Howard Bryan attended the January meeting of the 
Green Valley Council Architecture and Planning Committee to hear the presentation 
regarding the proposed development of the 25 acres to the south of our community.  The date 
for the next informational meeting for Springs’ residents  has been set for Tuesday March 1st.  
The Kino Landing developer’s architects will be making an updated presentation on their 
plans for the property just north of the hospital.  The presentation will begin at 10:00 a.m, 
located in the Anza Room. All residents are invited to attend. 

Annual Volunteer Recognition Luncheon: Saturday, March 19th at noon in the Fiesta Room. 
This is to honor and recognize all those who have volunteered in any capacity formal or 
informal, for our springs HOA over the past year.  RSVP to David Dethmers (see the following 
article for details). 

ARC:  The Compliance Agent conducted community walk-around on 02/02/2016 only checking 
on past due issues. 

Grounds Committee:  16 Springs’ residents put in 140 hours of grounds work for the month of 
January, not counting what Mark does on his own during the month. Thank you to everyone. 

 

The Springs Chat is your newsletter.  Communication and sharing information can contribute to the 
vitality and culture of our community.  The Newsletter Committee invites your contributions – 
information you would like to share with the community.  We also want your ideas and suggestions. 
The best way is to contact a committee member:  Juanita Kauffman, Sally Bryan, Jeannie McGaughey, 
Pat Strnad, and Rebecca Keenan. A new email for the Chat will be forthcoming in March. 



 

Lets 

Eat 

Out! 
By Juanita Kaufmann 

 

 

 

The Restaurant La Bocanita  is a great place to try some authentic Mexican food.  Located in 
Rio Rico, it has the traditional dishes we see in Green Valley restaurants, plus lots of seafood 
selections.  The staff was friendly, the restaurant clean, the décor charming, the food well-
presented and it tasted great. Directions to the restaurant can be found if you Google ‘La 
Bocanita’. It is about 20 minutes south of The Springs, near exit 17 at Rio Rico on the west 
side of I-19. Several folks have tried and liked this little jewel, so get a group together and 
have a fiesta!  1185 Circulo Mercado, Rio Rico AZ 85648   Open daily from 9am to 10 pm. 

 

THE SCOOP 
 Meet and Greet:   The monthly get-togethers on the Fiesta Deck continue to thrive under the 
able leadership of Cindy and Jim Uminski. The next Meet and Greet is Monday, March 7th, 
from 3 PM to 5 PM.  As usual, bring a drink and an appetizer, and wear your name badge. 

Picnic in the Park:  It was last held on February 21, with good attendance, great snacks and 
award winning cookies. The next picnic at Perry Park is on March 13. Watch the mail box 
bulletin board for further information. The usual start time is 12:30. 

HOA Potluck:  The February potluck had 101 people in attendance. This month the potluck will 
be held March 17.  As usual, bring your tableware, something to drink and the dish to share: 
A-F  bring Main Dish, G-O  bring Dessert, P-Z  bring Salad.  5pm in the Anza Room.  Don’t 
forget your nametag! 



Thanks to all the participants in the garage sale. There 
were 52 homes signed up when we placed the 
advertisement in the GV News.  A couple folks 
dropped out right before the sale, but it was still a 
great success, with a good turnout and lots of 
treasures.  Thanks go to the map distributors: Peg 
Penny, Bill Perry, Sandi Stone and David Dethmers.  
And kudos to Juanita Kauffman for organizing it! 

 

And of course, now that you have cleaned the garage out, it’s 
time to start thinking about making food donations from your 
overstocked cupboards.  The Amado Food Shelf will benefit from 
your generosity. Items can be brought to the next potluck on 
March 17.  When you leave GV for the summer and you have 
food items for the Amado Food Bank, please call Bill Perry at 
520-393-7402 and he will pick up your items and deliver them to 
the food bank.  

Amado Food Bank totals for February, 2016 – Cash $350.00 & 8 pounds of food. Thanks Bill! 

 

Also, our fearless potluck leader, Bill Perry, has asked each of us to remember to 
bring our earliest baby picture when you return next winter.  They will be part of 
the program for the January 2017 potluck and we will put reminders in the fall 
Chat issues.  Start sorting those pictures for the best baby fat.  

 

The Washington Post has published the winning submissions to its yearly contest, in which 
readers are asked to supply alternate meanings for common words.  And some of the winners 
are: 

Coffee  (n.)  The person upon whom one coughs. 

Flabbergasted  (adj.)  Appalled by discovering how much weight one has 
gained. 

Abdicate  (v.)  To give up all hope of ever having a flat stomach. 

Esplanade (v.)  To attempt an explanation while drunk. 



Negligent  (adj.)  Absentmindedly answering the door when wearing only a nightgown. 

Lymph  (v.)  To walk with a lisp. 

Gargoyle  (n.)  Olive-flavored mouthwash. 

Flatulence  (n.)  Emergency vehicle that picks up someone who was run over by a steamroller. 

Rectitude  (n.)  The formal, dignified bearing adopted by proctologists. 

Frisbeetarianism (n.)  The belief that, after death, the soul flies up onto the roof and gets stuck there. 

(A couple definitions were not printed out of respect for men and proctologists.) 

 

        Bird is the word by Rebecca Keenan 

A-well-a, everybody's heard about the bird 
Bird, bird, bird, b-bird's the word… 

Bird, bird, bird, b-bird's the word… 

Bird, bird, bird, b-bird's the word… 

 

Okay, enough of that. Those famous words are part of the Surfin’ Bird lyrics by the Trashmen (from 
Minneapolis Minnesota!) It is catchy and fun and can be sung by anyone, even me. 

This month’s bird is attracted to trash.  The ravens in our area can make quite a mess by inspecting 
garbage bags.  They steal food from other birds and animals, so they certainly find ways to do it to us. 
Ravens are smart birds, they remember stuff.  Somehow, on garbage day, these glossy black birds 
know to look for food in white bags. The HOA has asked folks who don’t put out cans with lids, to fool 
the birds by using black bags for garbage.  Please continue to do so (until they figure that one out.)  

Ravens weigh about 3 pounds, possess a stout bill perfect for opening bags, and have a wingspan of 
over 3 feet.  They can soar and glide above trees, do aerial stunts, and kettle (group circling) like large 
birds of prey.  On warm days they can be seen soaring in numbers over the valley.  Many a time I have 
been fooled until I put up my binoculars and say, “Oh, a raven.” You have 
probably heard the large deep CRAWWWWWWWK the raven makes, 
quite different from the smaller crow, which does not have the same 
vocal, aerial or intellectual abilities. Ravens can be found mostly in the 
western US and mountainous regions of the northeast US, whereas the 
American Crow is ubiquitous throughout the United States. 



What sets ravens apart? Their intelligence is connected to a complex scavenging lifestyle that is very 
social. The raven’s brain is the largest of any bird relative to body size. (Other social animals such as 
dolphins and chimps have similarly large brains.)  Ravens display a high level of learning ability by:  1) 
using logic for solving problems; 2) being playful; and 3) performing sequential actions not previously 

familiar to them.  A famous test of learning shows a number of ravens 
individually figuring out how to pull up meat hanging from a string by using 
their beak to pull up the string, loop it over the branch and then use their 
foot to anchor the string before the next pull. (YouTube: type in “National 
Geographic Raven Intelligence”.) Another hilarious YouTube shows a playful 

raven rolling down a mountain slope with fresh snow, presumably bathing, but it looks so fun…………. 
(YouTube: type in “Raven rolling in snow”.) A raven in the wild or in captivity will hide food from other 
ravens by storing it in its throat pouch, and pretend to cache the food in as many as three different 
areas.  Then the bird, if it thinks it is not being observed, will sneak off to put it in an entirely different 
spot.  The teamwork ravens exhibit in locating a carcass and distracting predators away from it isn’t 
probably as unique, but there are some fun descriptions of one raven pulling a wolf’s tail while the 
other raven snatches food for both of them.  

It was probably a bit of a nuisance hundreds of years ago too, but the 
raven figured prominently in myths and stories and artwork. For 
example, ancient Celts saw the raven as a harbinger of death or bad 
weather, while northwestern Native Americans revered the raven for its 
intelligence and ability to warn of danger. Shakespeare used the 
symbolic messenger raven in at least four of his plays (I think to bring 
bad news). And of course Edgar Allen Poe’s poem taught us the 
“nevermore” of lovelorn angst.   

Today, the raven is known as a good mimic. (YouTube: type in “talking raven”). After seeing one of 
those clips, you will know that the end of Surfin’ Bird would be a great raven gig. 

Papa-ooma-mow-mow, papa-ooma-mow-mow 
Papa-ooma-mow-mow, papa-ooma-mow-mow 
Papa-ooma-mow-mow, papa-ooma-mow-mow...You won’t forget that now will you? 

 
Pet Profile by Pat Strnad 

 
 Do you love chocolate?  Well, so do Tim and Judy Bidwell.  I mean, they love a 
chocolate English Cocker Spaniel, me.  Sophie.  When they went looking for a puppy 
about 9 years ago, they picked me as I was the only chocolate-colored one the 
breeder had.  From now on I will refer to Tim and Judy as “grandma” and 
“grandpa” as that's what they call themselves in front of their grandkids back 
home in New Brighton, Minnesota, and that's what I'm used to hearing too.  We 
travel from New Brighton to Green Valley almost every year for a month or two 
when they decide not to rent out their house here.  I get a little nervous when I see 



them packing and I start pacing, as I don't want to be left behind. I'm extremely good in the car; I don't need a 
crate, just my bed.  In fact, they tried to crate train me as a puppy and I absolutely hated it, so they gave up.  
Sometimes I don't want to eat in the motel rooms along the way, but am happy upon arrival here, where I feel at 
home and am ready to chow down. 
 I just don't believe it, but grandma says that I was the wildest puppy they've ever had.  I frequently tore 
up newspapers, was rambunctious and even chewed up the antenna on their telephone. (I couldn't understand 
why they needed that silly-looking thing anyway.)  She called me just plain “naughty” many times.  I called 
myself playful, energetic and living life to the fullest in my youth, which only lasted 5-6 years. 
 Now that I'm older and calmer, I've become much gentler and pretty darn good; but still very friendly, 
especially when friends come to visit.  I will even respond to commands like ‘sit’, ‘lie down’, ‘give paw’ and the 
latest (still in training) to sit and not bark when they say ‘shush’.  I do love to get those rewards.  When you see 
me with my favorite toys, stuffed animals, they are really flat, no longer stuffed. That’s because I make a hole in 
them and pull out all of the stuffing. NO, I'm not 
being naughty; I just prefer my animals empty and 
flat. 
 Every morning grandma and I walk 
approximately 2 miles around The Springs.  When I 
see her reach for my gentle-leader harness, I raise 
each paw to put it on and am ready to go.  When 
we've gone to the dog park, I felt intimidated by all 
those dogs rushing at me.  Talk about wild!!  I prefer 
to walk here.  Sometimes during our walk we see 
bigger dogs, so I have to bark at them to let them 
know:  “You may be bigger, but you don't scare me.” 
 When grandma and grandpa go out and 
leave me home, I get a DINGO (treat) and when they 
return, I excitedly run around and let out a big howl.  
I am so happy they're back I might even wrap my 
front paws around grandpa's neck to give him a hug 
and lots of wet kisses.  I love my grandpa and 
grandma so much that what I want most is just to be 
with them all the time.  And, as you know, they LOVE 
chocolate. As the old expression goes “Love makes 
the world go around.”  At least, it does mine. 
 
 

Hey! Do you have questions about the HOA, ARC, etc?  Visit The Springs’ website 
www.thespringshoa.org .  If you don’t find an answer there, drop a note in the HOA 
box at the gate, and it will be forwarded to the appropriate board member. 

 

The Green Valley Hazardous Waste Collection will be held March 19, 2016. Please watch for 
information regarding what will be collected, and where.  The Green Valley Council Website is 
currently under construction, so the Green Valley News is the best source.  If you have only a 
few items, consider carpooling or consolidating so vehicles can be processed easily. 

 

http://www.thespringshoa.org/


Meet your neighbor by Studs Perkle 

Often when I sit next to a stranger at a potluck dinner, or perhaps in the hot tub at the pool, we get to 
talking a bit. Then I find this ordinary appearing person has an interesting life story to tell. Often they 
have led remarkable lives, with remarkable experiences. The Springs abounds with such stories. Here’s 
one:  Today we’ll meet Neysa Dickey and this is her remarkable life. She and her husband Skip moved 
into The Springs in 2005. 

Neysa was born in Neenah, WI, just south of Green Bay. When she was in high 
school, her family took the obligatory trip “out west”.  Neysa fell in love with 
something Wisconsin just couldn’t provide – the Rocky Mountains.  She chose 
to attend Adams College in Alamosa, CO, mainly because of its location in the 
Rockies. 

Career-wise, Neysa thought she would like to enter the Park Service, and so 
majored in Biology and Environmental Science. At that time, Park jobs were 
hard to come by. She managed to get a temporary job at Great Sand Dunes 
National Monument. Ironically, this was not because of her hard-earned 
college degrees, but because she could type really fast. From there, Neysa 

worked her way up in the Park Service, from the demeaning title of “Desk Girl” all the way to being 
the “Chief Educational Ranger” at Yellowstone National Park. Along the way she worked numerous 
places including Teddy Roosevelt Park in North Dakota, Timpanogos Caves Monument in Utah, and 
Grant-Kohrs Ranch Historic Site in Montana. At Dinosaur National Monument (located in both Utah 
and Colorado) she met a young man who ran an organization that supported the Monument (a la 
Friends of Madera Canyon). His name was Skip Baese, and they were soon hitched. 

With Neysa’s Park Service job there was 
a fair amount of moving from place to 
place. Being a modern, sensitive guy, 
Skip followed her. He was an outdoorsy 
fellow who loved to camp. While in the 
more remote areas of Yellowstone, they 
had close encounters with wolves, 
bison, and other critters. And a 35 mile 
snowmobile ride was the “grocery run.” 
One of the highlights of her career was 
educating Bill and Hillary Clinton (and 
Chelsea) about Yellowstone Canyon. 
Poor Neysa was hoarse and battling a 
cold. She proceeded to sneeze, and 
guess what? The First Lady said “Bless 
you.” Neysa was thrilled. 



When it came time to retire in 2005, Skip said he’d had 
enough cold weather. They decided on Green Valley 
because it was nice and warm and still had mountains 
for Neysa. Sadly, Skip died in 2010 from lymphoma. 
Nowadays, Neysa lives with a shy (“not reclusive”) cat 
named Boo who can usually be found under her bed. 

Neysa stays very busy these days as a star actress with 
Green Valley’s Match Stick Players. Her specialty is any 
role that requires an accent. You can be talking to 
Neysa, and suddenly she becomes a haughty Russian 

duchess or a tough Irish cop. In addition to enjoying time with friends, Neysa volunteers at Sahuarita 
Elementary, teaching reading. She also sings in the Green Valley Community Chorus (GVCC).  And that 
is the story of one of our remarkable Santa Rita Springs neighbors.                 

And here comes a promised free plug: On March 14 and 15 GVCC will sing a program “This Land is Our 
Land”.  Fittingly for Neysa, it will commemorate the centennial of the National Park Service. They 
perform at Valley Presbyterian Church on March 14th at 7:30 pm and on March 15th at 2:30 pm. 

 

Honoring     Volunteers 
Volunteer Recognition Luncheon on March 19th at noon in the Fiesta Room 

Why? We want to say a BIG THANKS to everyone who has helped make 
The Springs a healthy, happy, and safe place to live.  So, join us for a simple 

celebration, whether you have done a little or a lot!  The only thing you need to bring is you, and your 
partner if you like.  We provide the food, beverages and laughs. Please RSVP to David Dethmers not 
later than Wednesday, March 16th by email david.dethmers@cox.net or by phone 231-408-7506.  

We look forward to honoring all our volunteers! 

 

Chow time:  Snicker Salad  from Judy Bierman                                                                      

 3 apples, cut up into small pieces  1 tub of Cool Whip                                                                                            
1  large pkg vanilla instant pudding               4 Snickers candy bars, cut into small pieces                                                
1 banana, cut into small pieces, optional 

 Make pudding as directed on box, and set aside to cool. Cut up apples, Snickers and bananas. Fold pudding into 
Cool Whip and mix well. Fold in chopped ingredients. Chill in refrigerator and serve. Try to not eat this before 
you serve it to guests. 

mailto:david.dethmers@cox.net


Chow time:  Meatballs  from Barb Krauel 

1 # ground beef    2/3 Cup milk or tomato juice                                       
1 Cup oatmeal    1 egg                                                                             
1/3 tsp Worcestershire   1/3 tsp onion flakes                                                      
1/3 tsp salt     ¼ tsp garlic powder and black pepper 

Mix all together and form into large meatballs (2”). Place in baking dish.  

Sauce for Meatballs 

1 Cup brown sugar    2/3 Cup catsup                                                               
1/3 tsp Worcestershire   1/3 tsp salt                                                                      
½ tsp pepper     ½ tsp lemon juice 

Stir all together and pour over meatballs.  This can be made in the morning and put in the 
refrigerator to marinate. Bake at 350 degrees for 1 hour. 

If serving as appetizers, can make smaller meatballs, but decrease the baking time. 

Meatballs can also be frozen to use at a later time. Thaw before baking. 

Recipe can be doubled. Or tripled.  Or quadrupled. 

 

 

All recipes put in The Chat have been taste tested by thousands of people. 

We reserve the right to not publish caloric or nutritional content of recipes. 

 

Have a great March at The Springs! 


